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Transcript of WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, WHY & HOW OF BLOGGING 
FOR PATIENT GROUPS 
The Who, What, When,  
Where, Why & How of Blogging for Patient Groups 
1. WHY? 
To build up a body of content that not only provides interesting and useful 
content  
Increase search engine ranking 
Increase your site being shared on social media - making it easier for new 
patients and families to find your site 
2. WHY? 
Presenting your activities in a narrative form can engage fellow patients, create 
a community feeling, and give a face to your condition 
3. Why? 
When applying for funding, it's much more impressive to have a ‘living’ site with 
fresh content. 
4. Why? 
Because a blog has an RSS feed, patients can sign up to updates in addition to 
your newsletter 
WHY BLOG? 
F - Friendly 
I - Interesting 
R - Responsive 
E – Engaged 
 
SET F.I.R.E TO YOUR BLOG... 
 
Take the opportunity to highlight content on your main website such as: New 
patient stories, Actiivities, Events, Fundraising activities and new Research 
including information about clinical trials 
What? 
Host guest blogs from specialists in your condition whether doctors, researchers, 
expert patients 



	  

What? 
Feature articles, videos, podcasts about the condition from other sources, make 
connections further afield & link to members’ blogs or related charities 
What? 
Comment on relevant news stories whether it's a spot of inside knowledge, 
setting the story straight or welcoming a new development. 
WHAT? 
Increase influence 
Make sure you enable your comments system & have a spam detection system 
such ask Akismet in place 
 
Ensure they have to register to comment so you are also building up your email 
database 
 
Most of all, RESPOND to comments so they know there is someone there. . 
Important to Remember: 
Wordpress framework installed on your server.  
Other options: Free hosted Wordpress, Blogger etc 
If using hosted, link it to your existing site using a menu tab on both the blog & 
main site  
How 
 - Register ALL your domain variants … If you don't... someone else will 
 - One visible person or a small team 
 - Make sure it is checked against your policy, fact... & spelling! 
 - Include regular blogs from the head of the organisation and/or trustees. This 
shows that the group as a whole is connected and responsive.  
Who Blogs for us? 
WHAT do we blog about? 
How to Blog some techy tips! 
How 
The Payoff: A more connected, visible & thriving patient site that members can 
share and contribute to 
Don't forget to include social sharing buttons! 
	  


