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£48.7bn £11.2bn £8.4bn

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Dedicated Schools Grant Breakdown, 2025-26

Schools Block High Needs Block Early Years Block CSSB

Schools Block Some used to fund mainstream SEND provision
High Needs Block Almost all used to fund mainstream & specialist SEND provision
Early Years Block Some used to fund SEND provision in early years
CSSB Some used occasionally to help fund support services
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Cumulative Local Authority DSG Deficits, 2020 to 2026

Sources: Department for Education (2020-24 data) & local authority 
financial reporting (2025-26)



Sources: SNJ analysis of FOI data from local authority finance teams, OBR GDP deflator
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Median band value changes across 110 local authorities

Median Changes to LA High-Needs Banding Values, April 2023 to March 2026

106 of 110 LAs made real-terms cuts to their high-needs 
band values in this period - mostly by keeping band 
values unchanged, or by making tiny increases to them

Estimated inflation, Apr 2023 to Mar 2026



Sources: SNJ analysis of FOI data from local authority finance teams
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Individual LAs by Region

Local Authority High-Needs Band Values for Mainstream Schools, 2025-26
Low Band Mid Band High Band



Sources: SNJ analysis of FOI data from local authority finance teams
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Individual LAs by Region

Mainstream SEND Units & Resource Bases: General Top-Up Banding Ranges, 2025-26



Sources: SNJ analysis of FOI data from local authority finance teams
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Individual LAs by Region

State Special Schools: Multi-Need Banding Ranges, 2025-26
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